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But they arrived there tardily.
The king went with his company
To welcome his nephew, the count.
What should I lengthily recount?                                        9,380
Great joy did each one manifest,
And the king, as many can attest,
To the count ceded Le Daron,
Thus giving him what he had won.
We stayed at this place and reposed
All through the day of Pentecost.                                    May 24
On Monday morn our steps were bent                             May 25
Toward Ascalon5 our course, which went
Through Gaza, straight to Herbia drew.
There the king and his retinue                                             9,390
Halted, and there the night they bode j 24
To Ascalon the others rode
Without delay or hesitation.
The French there made great celebration.
THEY  TAKE  THE  FIG  TREE
Unto the king of England, short
Time after this, came a report
From a spy who had been dispatched
To the Fig Tree, where close he watched
The Saracens. He was aware
That there were a full thousand there                                 9,400
Or more, he said, with Cai'sac,
Preparing to withstand attack
And hold the Christian force at bay.
The brave king, without more delay,
Mounted, and all the army went
With him. Meseems, that night they spent                      May 27
At the Cannaie des Etourneaux.
The morrow morn was fair, and so
They set forth at the sunrise hour
24 The Itmerarmm (pp. 356-57) says they stayed three days and dates it from
May 25 to May 27.